
Principal’s Report: 
 

O 
n Wednesday several of our staff and students attended the funeral 
of Mr Maurice Frawley. Maurice has been a guitar tutor as part of 
our music program for a number of years.  He was a highly valued 

member of our staff and we will certainly miss his contribution to our Col-

lege. 
 
You might recall that we printed a letter Maurice sent us whilst in hospital 
three weeks ago which reflected his dedication and commitment to our 
guitar students.  We extend our deepest condolences to all the family. 
 
Last Monday and Tuesday I attended a Principals Conference in Mel-
bourne. All Primary and Secondary Principals from the Lodden/Mallee 

Region attended the two day series of workshops and presentations. 
 
Speakers included the Minister for Education The Hon. Bronwyn Pike, the 
Secretary for Education Mr Darrel Fraser, the Regional Director Mr Ron 
Lake and many others. Topics included Literacy, the Australian National 
Curriculum, consistent teaching standards across all schools and several 
others. The clear message from Minister Pike was ñthat all teachers and 
Principals had a clear moral obligation to give every student a chance to 

shineò. 
 
As always Rochester Secondary College will continue to implement poli-
cies and review our practice to improve student outcomes wherever possi-
ble. 

 
Congratulations to Mrs Lorraine Quinlan for 35 years of loyal and dedi-
cated service to Rochester Secondary College.  Last night Mrs Quinlan 
received a 35 year Certificate from the Regional Director for this out-
standing achievement.  

 
On behalf of all the College community I wish to thank Mrs Quinlanðshe 
has been and continues to be a very highly valued member of our staffing 
team. 
 
Next Tuesday morning 26th we are trialling the idea of having some stu-
dent lead tours of our schoolð9.15, 10.15 & 11.15. If you are a prospec-
tive parent of a Year 7 student in 2010 or know of someone who is, you 

would be most welcome to have a look around our facilities and see some 
classes in action.  
 
Our Grade 6 Parent Information evening is now Wednesday 27th  May at 
7.30 pm. 

School Council &  

Sub-Committee Meetings 

 
May 28th    Thur  School Council    7.30 pm 

June 19th     Fri   Parents Club  10.00 am 

 

 
 

May 2009 
 
17th-22nd (Sun-Fri) - Education Week 
 
25th (Mon) - CSSSA Netball Kyabram 
 

26th (Tue) -  Tour Day for Grade 6 Parents 
 
27th (Wed) - Grade 6 Information Evening 
 
27th (Wed) - VCAL Project All Year 11 
 
28th (Thur) - Zone Badminton 
 

June 2009 

 
1st-4th (Mon-Thur) - Year 11 Exams 
 
8th (Mon) - Queens Birthday HolidayðNo School 
 
9th-10th (Tue-Wed) - VCE Exams 
 
11th (Thur) - GAT 

 
12th (Fri) - Report Writing Day ï Pupil Free Day 
 
17th (Wed) - Production Matinee (Invitation Only) 
 
19th-20th (Fri-Sat) - Production Evening 

            Important Dates 
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Year 9 Melbourne Trip 

 

O 
n Tuesday 19th May, Miss Hicks, Mr. Pymer, Mrs. 

Taylor, Mrs. Dean and Mr. Kellow took all of the 

Year 9 students to Melbourne for an extraordinary 

day of fun! 

 

If was an early start, we left Rochy at 7am and headed for 

Melbourne for our first activity of the day, Rockwiz!  After a 
few stops along the way we finally made it to our destina-

tion, the Sidney Myer Music Bowl.  As the Year 9ôs were 

seated we were then introduced to the very enthusiastic Brian 

Nankervis who was our host for the morning.  They kicked 

off the show with auditioning twelve Year 9 students, with 

six of them making it through to the show.   

At the beginning of the show the six contestants Alex Ward, 

Jason Smeaton, Mitch McEvoy, Monica Murray, Caitlin 

Schroen and Sarah Bransgrove were presented with Rockwiz 

T-shirts and we moved to our next destination, Maccas! 

 
After a rather large consumption of food by most students, 

we walked if off with a stroll to the IMAX theatre to watch a 

documentary on óThe Forces of Natureô.  After a long and 

fun day we headed back to Rochester. 

 

Overall, it was a very fun day and we would like to thank all 

the teachers that came along and enjoyed the day with us.  A 

special thanks to Mr. Barkla, who put all this together but 

unfortunately couldnôt be with us on the day. 

 
By Georgia Bubb and Tori Collins. 

 

Plain English Speaking  

Competition 

 

O 
n Monday 18 May fresh from a week in Melbourne, 

Steffie Poort and Kiah Pearce headed for Bendigo to 

compete in the Plain English Speaking Competition.  

 

Steffie spoke about Generation Y and Kiah's speech dis-

cussed the shooting of Tyler Cassidy.  

 

Both girls were commended by the judges for their excellent 
presentation and Steffie was placed third on the day. 

 

Congratulations to both of them for this effort, we were told 

that only one or two points separated the winners on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Crusty Demons”     

A VCAL Project 

 

O 
n Friday 15th May, nine lucky VCAL students and 

Gary Vredenburg our fantastic parent volunteer 

along with Mrs Borger headed for the Rod Laver 

Arena (via McDonalds of course) to see 'Beyond the Apoca-

lypse' the latest Crusty Demons Show.  

 
It was loud, there were fireworks and flame throwers, the 

stunts were awesome and we managed to get autographs.  

We didn't return home until two in the morning.  

 

Harry Grogan and Jake Wright organised this trip as one of 

their VCAL Projects, so the next step will be creating an 

evaluation form to find out if everyone had a good time, and 

what could be improved for another trip.  

Thanks again to Gary, who drove the bus nearly all the way 

and without whom the trip would not have been possible. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

C.S.S.S.A Cross Country  

 

On Wednesday May 20th , Rochesterôs fifty-two strong cross 

country team travelled to Echuca to compete in the 

C.S.S.S.A Cross Country competition. With the promise of a 

Subway/Mac attack in the offering and a meagre (3km or 

5km to be completed), the team was on song and the results 

showed. 

RESULTS: 

1st Placing Alison McNamara Girls 13 years 

  Georgia Wickham Girls 14 years 
  Sarah Park  Girls 21 years 

2nd Placing Damian Nelson  Boys 13 years 

  Bridget Holt  Girls 16 years 

3rd Placing Chelsea Macague  Girls 13 years 

  Hannah Kerlin  Girls 16 years 

  Candice Holt  Girls 21 years 

  Ayden Carr  Boys 21 years 

 

In addition, Rochester won four age groups (Girls 13 years, 

Boys 13 years, Girls 16 years and Girls 21 years). 

 
Finally, well done to all of the team as we finished 2nd to 

Echuca College in the overall standings (and are steadily 

overcoming the gap) and good luck to the thirty-two students 

who will travel to St Arnaud on Tuesday 16th June to contest 

the Northern Zone Country Cross Country Championships. 

Around the College  



Immunisation Update 

 

T 
he Shire of Campaspe Immunisation Team visited our 

College in March to provide FREE Hepatitis B and 

Chickenpox vaccinations to all Year 7 students, Teta-

nus/Diphtheria/Whooping cough vaccination were given to all 

students in Year 10 and HPV to female students in Year 7. 

 

Any student who was away from school on the day of our 
visit may obtain these immunisations from the Shire of Cam-

paspe at their monthly immunisation sessions. 

For session times please check the office foyer or contact the 

Shire of Campaspe on 1300 666 535. 

 

 

 

Information and  

Familiarisation Evening 

 

T 
he first official transition session for current Year 6 

students and/or Year 5 students and their parents will 

take place at the College on Wednesday the 27th May 

at 7.30pm. 

 

Rochester Secondary College has excellent resources to de-

liver quality education in a caring, supportive and stable envi-

ronment. The night is designed to provide detailed informa-

tion to parents and students to ensure that they are fully in-

formed regarding the venue where they will commence their 

secondary education in 2010. 

 

The session has been organised to enable those who attend 

to:  

§ Undertake a tour of the schoolôs facilities. 

§ Meet our Principal, Assistant Principal, Year 7 Coor-

dinator and other staff to have the schoolôs programs 

and procedures explained. 

§ Ask any questions about the school. 

§ Receive an information booklet relating to the key 

features of the school. 

 

VENUE: ROCHESTER SECONDARY COLLEGE 

DATE:  WEDNESDAY MAY 27th 

TIME:  7.30 pm 

 

 

There will be guided tours of the school on Tuesday 26th 

May in the morning .  Please phone the school if you will 

be attending on this day. 

 

 

 

Wanted for Art Department 

 

D 
o you have any spare Ice cream containers or old 

shirts that could be used as Art Smocks and dispos-

able meat trays.   

If so they can be left at the College office. 

 

Thank you Mrs Herne 

Year 10 Work Experience 

 
                ñI did my work experience at Fashiz in Echuca. I thor-
oughly enjoyed my week, using the computer tools, serving people 

and learning many new things.ò 
Lauren. 
 
                ñI participated in Year 10 work experience at Rochester 
Primary School. I really enjoyed working with students ranging 
from grade Prep to grade 6. I saw how a classroom is run from a 
teacherôs point of view and that at times is not easy.ò 
Hannah. 
 

                ñThe work experience I did wasnôt the sort of thing Iôd 
want to do in the future. I was working as a dental technician, 
watching patients have their false teeth or plates fixed, and taking 
impressions of peopleôs teeth and making wax models of these 
teeth.ò 
Sarah. 
 
                ñI worked at Bellaôs Studio in Rochester. I really enjoyed 

my time there. It was a great experience. On the last day a make-up 
artist came and that was very interesting.ò 
Jessica. 
 
                ñI recently did my Year 10 work experience at Rochester 
Primary School. It was good to see what it would be like to be a 
teacher, although I donôt think I will become one in the future.ò 
Shaeden. 

 
                ñI did year 10 work experience at Colbinabbin Primary 
School. I really enjoyed working with all of the students. Although I 
enjoyed the week, I donôt think Iôll follow through with teaching as 
a career.ò 
Caitlin. 
 
                ñI enjoyed my week at Kentucky Napier Homes and 

learnt many new things. I enjoyed going out on work jobs, checking 
measurements and using the equipment.ò 
Jason. 
 
                ñFor Year 10 work experience I was placed at Rochester 
Pre-School. I really enjoyed helping the kids finalise their Motherôs 
Day presents. I would recommend this placement to anyone inter-
ested in working with children.ò 
Hailey. 

 
                ñI went on work experience with Tony Taylor doing 
bricklaying. I learnt how to use the cement mixer and lay bricks. 
The good thing about this work is that itôs outdoors physical work 
and at the end of the day you can see something that youôve built.ò 
Shaun. 
 
Bruce Watson and Lawrie West 

Work Experience Coordinators. 
                 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Around the College  



Attendance—It Is Not OK To 

Be Away 

 

A 
 considerable number of students across Australia 

and at our school are having their opportunities to 

perform to their potential adversely affected by par-

ent - condoned absences. 

 

Once it was the case, that students only missed school when 
they were genuinely ill, but now that has changed.  Students 

are being allowed to stay away from school for an ever in-

creasing number of excuses including: 

A day off for their birthday 

A day, because relatives are visiting 

A day off to be with parents at home 

A day off to look after younger brothers and sisters 

A day off to go shopping 

 

The thought of an argument with children to get them to 

school often is too great to bear for some parents.  Every day 
a student is away from Rochester Secondary College, they 

are losing a learning experience.  Over time, their knowledge 

base will be full of holes like Swiss cheese.  Learning is se-

quential and attending three out of four lessons leaves gaping 

holes. 

 

A sobering fact is that in Australia today, the average student 

will lose one year of education (200 days) through parent 

condoned absences over their school career from Prep to 

Year 12. 

 

After love and care the most important thing that we as par-
ents can give our kids is an education.  Letôs do it. 

 

Should you require support in saying NO to your son/

daughter on their attendance or any other issue please contact 

us immediately. 

 

We all can work together to make a difference to your stu-

dentôs future. 

Be on time, Be at school, thatôs the rule! 
 

Clay Target Shooter 

 

T 
his week we need to acknowledge and congratulate 
Rhys Eeles. 

 

Rhys is a member of the Echuca Clay Target Shooting Club. 

Rhys competed at the Australian Clay Target Association 

(ACTA) titles that were held in Roma, Queensland.  He re-

turned home with an A grade Bronze medal in the Grand 

Australian Handicap event. 

 

Rhys was one of twenty-five competitors from around Aus-

tralia who had been selected to attend a two day training 

camp in Wagga Wagga in April.  At this camp Rhys was 

coached on improving his skills, concentra-
tion and techniques. 

 

WELL DONE RHYS. 

 

Through Effort Comes Achievement! 

Melbourne Aquarium 

 

Marine Science Careers Days: 

Discover how to get a job in Marine Science from guest ex-

perts, tour Melbourne Aquarium and receive course advice 

and information about how to achieve a Marine Science Ca-

reer. Cost: $35 per attendee. 

In 2009 Marine Science Careers Days will run on the 22nd 

June, 17th September and 30th November. 
 

Aquarist for Day: 

Experience life as one of Melbourne Aquariumôs Aquarists. 

Cost: $70 per student. 

The Aquarist for a Day program runs during school holidays, 

except on public holidays. 

 

To find out more about our special Careers Programs or to 

make a booking, call Melbourne Aquariumôs Education Liai-

son Officer on 9923 5911. 

 

The Echuca Musical Theatre 

Company Inc. 
Production Of  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Music by             Lyrics by                    Book by                                

Alan Menken            Howard Ashman & Tim Rice                Linda Woolverton 

          By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd, Exclusive agent for Music Theatre International. 

 

 
Gala Opening  

7.30pm Saturday, 23rd May, 2009 

 

Sunday, 24th May  1.30pm           Sunday, 31st May  1.30pm 

Friday, 29th May   7.30pm             Friday,  5th June   7.30pm 

Saturday, 30th May 1.30pm          Saturday, 6th June 1.30pm 

Saturday, 30th May  7.30pm 

Closing Night: Saturday, 6th June 2009 - 7.30pm 
 

Children  - $22.50      

Students/Concession  - $26.50    

Adults  -  $29.50 

 

The Paramount Ar t Centre - Echuca   5482 3399 

 

Around the College  Careers  

Community Notices  



FReeZA 

 

FReeZA is an opportunity for young people 12-25 to organ-

ise drug, alcohol and smoke free events which includes mu-

sic, cultural events and theatre in their own communities. It 

can provide a head start in the music, entertainment, event 

management or arts industries. The important part of 

FReeZA is that all the planning and delivery of events is 

done by young people for young people with the support of 
the Youth Development Team at the Shire of Campaspe. If 

you have an interest in any of these areas, contact Ellen Kirk 

for more information on e.kirk@campaspe.vic.gov.au or call 

5481 2296. The committee meet every fortnight in towns 

throughout the Campaspe Shire. 

 

 

The Lockington  

Consolidated School 

 

Invites you to a night of mystique -Lockington Debutante 

Ball 29th May 2009 

Doors opened 7.30 pm and Presentation will be at 8.30 pm 

Supper and Band following presentation. 

 

Table of ten people @$20 head   onlookers tickets $10 head. 

Primary School children FREE admission. 
 

Anyone wanting to come to the ball and enjoy the band & 

supper are welcome at $20 head. 

 

Contacts: Pauline Keath 54868 230 or Sandy Schroen 0428 

568 808 

 

 

Rochester Junior  

Badminton 

 

Rochester Junior Badminton will commence on Monday the 

25th May at the CVCC.  Time 6.30 pmð8 pm. 

For further information please contact J Murray on 54842 

089. 

 

 

 

APEX Playground 

Cnr Queen & William Streets 

 

The Shire of Campaspe Playground strategy states that Roch-

ester has good facilities and will not receive any funding for 

8 years. 

  

Your chance to voice an opinion at a meeting. 

When: Wednesday 27th May 

Where: Rochy Service Centre (Council Chambers) 

Time:  2.30 pm 

 

For more information please contact number is 54842 599  
 

 

 

 
 

Garage Sale 

 

óThe Rochy Mexicansô Relay For Life team 

are holding a HUGE Garage Sale including a 

trading table and sausage sizzle. 
 

WHERE - 72 Hopetoun St, Rochester. 

WHEN - Sunday 24th May.  Not Saturday as 

stated in this weekôs Campaspe Valley News. 

From 11.00 am. 

 

All proceeds go to the óRelay For Lifeô for the Cancer Coun-

cil. 

 

 

Theatre Boot Camp 

 

Over the last couple of years we have had several students 

involved with the shire's theatre boot camp. All reports have 

been very positive and once again the shire are offering the 
chance to be involved with our students. 

 

"Theatre Boot Campò is coming up again for 2009. This year 

the theme is Monologues and Musicals with workshops go-

ing over a weekend rather than a whole week. Young people 

are invited to participate in workshops with three acting pro-

fessionals to develop their skills around acting techniques. 

 

The workshops will go over a weekend and will be held at 

the Tongala Public Hall from 10am-4pm on both Saturday 

the 23rd of May and Sunday the 24th. 
 

Registration is necessary and forms are available by contact-

ing Ellen Kirk at the Shire of Campaspe on 5481 2296 or 

email e.kirk@campaspe.vic.gov.au " 

 
 

Attention Rochester Deb 

Girls 

 
Final day for you to order gloves will be this Saturday 23rd. 

Please call into the Rochester Jewellers to check stock. 

 

 

 

Rochester Driving School 

 

Brian Crockett Accredited Driver Trainer is 

offering driving lessons in a Manual & Auto-

matic car in the Rochester & District Area. For 

more information he can be contacted  on 
54842 182 or 0438 095 651 or driv-

ingschool.com.au   

 

WE  COME  TO  YOU  
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